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Albanian Operation.. Col. William MacLean - B.K.I.
Conference in Italy

1. During the evening of 11 November 1949, Colonel ailliam
UacLean met Prince Uarka Clout and Breast Koliii for a conference
at the FaeAano Restaurant in Nome. The conference lasted until
4:00 A.M. 22 November 1949. Colonel MacLean made the following
points:

o4 A schism exists in the Free Albanian Committee over
the selection of a new Committee president. The Belli
Kombetar members on the Committee are insisting on the
selection of a Ballist as President. However, according
to liscleemil there is no Bellist available vithidvaa the
nomonalliat =above of the Committee will cooperate,

Masiean advised that the British would like for the Tree
Albanian Committee to Winds all Albanian anti.Communist
parties, but that the United States is supporting the
Ballists sa	 elusively and the United States is
responsible for the nomination of the Ballist to the
Free Albanian Committes.

c. Sajd Kryesiu is the kingpin of the entire Committee since
its objective is the overthrow of the Roxha regime and
this objective can only be obtained by a close cooperation
with Tito. MacLean Another pointed out that even though
the Kresin family is in bad repute in Albania, Sajd Kryeviu
is a strong candidate for precidency of the Free Albanian
Committee since he is acceptable to Tito.
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d. Abas Broca and other leftwwing Dallista are Marxists,
but they are being supported by the Angle-Mmorieene
because they seemommno# able and active.

During conversations between MacLean and Stem. Want
Stares expressed to Maclean Itelian distrust of any pone,
which will lead to Tagoslav domination of the Straits of
Otranto.

I'. The S.K.I. was omitted fraa the Free Albanian Committee
because the S.W. seemed to be compromised by the presense
of emoraseists. Maslen' °anointed that it was possible such
policy might be revised in view of the need for the strength...
ening of the Free Albanian Committee.

During the conversation MacLean appeared to be interested in
as mush as possible About Marks Odoni l s attitude towards the

other Albanian leaders. He gave the impression of desiring to iuddlo
Mirka Wal e ability to cooperate with the other leaders if he was
asked to join the Free Albanian Committee.

3. Marks Ojoni advised MacLean that he should broaden his
(giolosmo l o) emotaste along influential Albanians, sines Maeleants
knowledge of Albanian emigre groups is antedated.

44 In response to various MacLean questions, Mirka Oloni also
made the following pointes

a. An Albanian revolution could and Should be effected by
nationalist organising of an internal revolt. TO the
Albanian people an overthrow of Hosha4 managed by Tito,
would merely mean the exchanging of one Slav tyrant fOr
another, Marka Ojoni pointed out that such a solution
would result in continuing bloodshed and instability in
the country, and in turn would reduce its value sa an
anti4Cammunist bulwark.
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b. The Free Albanian Committee should be reorganised into a
now-political Military Action Committee taking dirsot
orders from the Anglo-Americans. Such a Committee,
being nowlartisan, would have snob more support both
abroad and within Albania than the present one. Maria
Gjoni pointed out further that such somata, would be
mach more offestive in action.

5. Mclean stated that he weaselly *greed with the above advice
of Marka Gjoni and stated that he would submit it to his superiors in
London upon return there on 2$ Mavelber 1949. Mielmen further stated
that mew mistakes were made in organising the Free Albanian Committee
since the job had to be done in a hurry. Be promised to broaden his
contacts among Albanian leaders abroad, and expressed the hope that he
could meet with the President of the RAJ.

6. For your information the above conference took place in one
of the most public spots in Rams with Koliqt as French-Albanian interpreter.

7. The above approach to the B.E.I. is astounding in the light of
your memorandum of 21 October 1949, Subjects "Ismail Verlaci. n The eon-
Scream places the United States not the British, in the position of
opposing B.K.I. and will	 result in Balla. belief in British
sponsorship if its members are subsequently included on the Committee.

S. You will also note MacLean's °cements with reference to a
future conference with Verlag, and you will recall that in the early
part of dull Verlasi, after an approach by Abas Kupi, requested an
opportunity to present his official credentials and personal good faith
to an American, if an American actually extorts, in connection with
formation of an Albanian Committee.

9. Please refer to *able (OUT610$087) as to the answer given
Verlaci. Maelean has now not only confirmed to the B.K.I. that the
Yrs. Albanian Committee is jointly sponsored by the United States and
England but also that its purpose is to overthrow the Homhe Government.
Apparently he has also conferred with Stoma as to the purpose of the
Free Albanian Committee. We mould appreciate any information which
you may now have or which you may receive in the future concerning
the Meolosan4forsa or MacLean-Marks Wont- Koliqi conferences.
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